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" Sir, were I single in this conflict, I could fearless face every impending consequence; but as the debate is complicated, and you, like a gentleman, offer the alternative, I, as a gentleman, and the parent and protector of my people, do embrace the alternative, and shall be proud to meet Mr. Macklin for the future as a friend.
" Consider, sir, the noble mind is above seeking for servile submission, and the virtuous mind too exalted to make it. " I am, with respect, sir,
" Your most humble servant,
"JAMES WHITLEY."
K
Whether or not Macklin was taken in by this bit of transpontine impudence, one cannot say. Perhaps the bombastic style of the manager tickled his vanity. Anyhow, he was content to accept his promise, and did not give his solicitors orders to file a bill.
The next play that Macklin produced was The Married Libertine. This comedy was first played at Covent Garden on January 28, 1761, Macklin playing Lord Belleville, the libertine, and his daughter a madcap part, evidently written to suit her abilities. The piece is spoken of as having been well written and carefully planned, but it was not a success. The plot, to modem ears, sounds very objectionable, and, as the play was never printed, we cannot learn how far the dialogue was worthy of the author of Love h-ta-Mode. There was a determined opposition to the piece, partly on the ground that Lord Belleville was intended for a portrait of a well-known nobleman, then living. There seems no reason to believe that this was so. In spite of a strong and continued opposition, Macklin, with the assistance of an Irish party that rallied round him, was enabled to play the piece for the nine nights necessary to entitle him to his three benefits.